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^= (57) Abstract: An optical film (3) comprises a polarizing sheet (1) and phase difference films (2) provided on the polarizing sheet 
== (1). The phase difference films (2) are so arranged that their slow axes are parallel to one another and the absorption axis of the 
^ polarizing sheet (1) is perpendicular or parallel to the slow axes. When the refractive index along the X-axis parallel to the direction 
in which the in-plane refractive index within the surface of each phase difference film (2) is maximum is denoted by nxi, the refractive 
index along the Y-axis perpendicular to the X-axis is denoted by ny x , the refractive index along the Z-axis parallel to the direction of 
|^ the thickness of each film is denoted by nzi, and the thickness of each film is denoted by di (nm), the Nz value defined by Nz=(nxi- 
^ nziy(nxi-ny0 ranges from 0.15 to 0.85, and the in-plane phase difference Re t defined by Rei=(nxi-ny0xdi ranges from 200 to 350 
^ nm. Such an optical film enables easy-to-view display of a high contrast ratio in a wide range. 
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